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MEMO: Syracuse Mayoral Debate 2025 | A CitrusTV Town Hall (Invite)
Monday, October 20 at 6:30 PM - Doors Open at 6:00 PM

National Veterans Resource Center (101 Waverly Ave.)

Executive Producer: Emma Poper

Moderated by Luke Radel & Anjana Dasam

Participating in Syracuse Mayoral Debate 2025 | A CitrusTV Town Hall,
the candidate and their campaign agree to the rules and format below...

RULES:

1.

oo

10.

1.

12.

All candidates on the ballot in the general election for Syracuse mayor are invited
to participate (Thomas Babilon, Alfonso Davis, Sharon Owens, and Timothy Rudd)

a. The candidate or their campaign should inform the CitrusTV team of their

acceptance or declination of this invitation as soon as possible

b. The final deadline for accepting this invitation is September 19 at noon
Candidates are expected to arrive on-site at the main auditorium of the NVRC on
the evening of the debate by no later than 5:45 PM.
There will be a live audience present at the NVRC for this “town hall”’-style debate
Any contact between candidates and their campaign staff or outside advisors
during the debate is prohibited; candidates will not be permitted to use personal
devices, such as phones, tablets, laptops, or smartwatches
Candidates will not be permitted to use prepared notes; they’ll be provided a
blank notepad and a pen on-site before the event to take notes throughout
Candidates will also be provided with a bottle of water; no outside food or drink
will be allowed on stage
No props or visual aids will be brought on stage or used by the candidates
Candidates will be lined up on stage in alphabetical order (first letter of last name)
All candidate microphones will be turned on throughout; audience microphones
will be turned off after the initial question has been asked
The moderators and production team will determine which questions are asked
and to whom they are asked - campaigns will have no prior notice of specific
questions or topic areas
The debate will air live and uninterrupted for roughly 90 minutes on OTN (the
University’s cable channel) and will simultaneously stream on YouTube
The moderators shall...

a. Facilitate audience questions throughout the event

b. Ask follow-up or clarifying questions at their discretion


http://youtube.com/CitrusTV
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c. Use best efforts to ensure all candidates are given approximately equal
time to speak during the debate

d. Enforce time limits and remind candidates to observe and respect the
agreed-upon rules and format

e. Encourage audience members to maintain decorum, as needed

FORMAT:
e The moderators will introduce the debate and the candidates (in alphabetical
order), along with a brief recitation of the rules and format
e Each candidate will be given 90 seconds for an opening statement; they will be
delivered in alphabetical order (by first letter of last name)
e During questioning, an audience member will stand and read their submitted
question; they will not be permitted to ask a follow-up
o The in-person event will be open to the public and widely publicized
o Questions will be submitted on index cards before the event, with the first
name and last initial written on them
o Audience members will be encouraged to submit questions to be
answered by all participating candidates, not specifically tailored to one
o Questions can also be submitted by the audience at home during the
debate via the YouTube live chat feature or via X/Twitter with a hashtag
o Questioners will be selected exclusively by the CitrusTV production team
e Each candidate has 60 seconds to answer an initial question from the audience
o The first candidate to answer will rotate alphabetically for each question
m Ex.: Opening statements will go in the following order: A, B, C, D;
then, question 1 will go in the following order: B, C, D, A; and so on
o The moderators may also ask a follow-up or clarifying question after a
candidate’s answer; that candidate will be given 30 seconds to answer
o After all candidates have answered the initial question, any candidate may
also request an additional 30-second rebuttal, at the moderators’ discretion
e Moderators can suspend time limits as heeded to spur an open-ended discussion
e There will be no closing statements

For any questions about the rules and/or format, please reach out to
executive producer Emma Poper via email at empoper@syr.edu.
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